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 I recently had the incredible opportunity to work on the Allegheny Valley project located in 

Allegany, New York. Allegany is a sleepy yet cultural town located in upstate New York. Allegheny is 

located close to the Iroquois reservation and. I was particularly attracted to the Allegheny project due to 

its emphasis on public archaeology and educating the public, (especially the local Iroquois population) as 

well as the eagerness to work closely with the Seneca Iroquois National Museum.  

I also had the opportunity to work with not only people from across the country but across the 

world. The AVP (Allegheny Valley Project) also includes an international volunteer project in which 

students from around the world volunteer at the site and are able to share a part of their culture with us 

and us with them.  It was so very interesting to me to learn various aspects of a culture that is so 

different from mine. Many of the international students did not have an initial interest in archeology but 

ended leaving with a much better understanding of the importance of archaeology in the world. 

The site in which we were working is called Bockmier2. Bockmier2 is known as primarily a Late 

Woodland occupation site located on a natural levee along the Allegheny River in Cattaraugus County, 

New York. Dating of charcoal deposits from the site yielded a date around A.D. 1250. The site itself is 

situated on a farm, which houses a local farmers market. Our lab was also housed at the farmers market 

on days in which they were not in operation. 

The AVP was my first experience being at and participating in an archaeological field school. I 

remember being so nervous and excited on the first morning of class. I was completely thrilled to be at 

an archaeological site but also anxious that I would do something wrong and damage something of 



extreme cultural significance! I soon came to realize that there was nothing to be nervous about. We 

started our first day by going over the tools associated with fieldwork. We were later taught the 

essentials of fieldwork; such as reading graphs, laying out grids and the proper way to trowel. I will 

always remember my first find (a chert flake). I thought that it was so incredible that I was the first 

person to see this object in hundreds of years. 

We were later taught how to conduct a level 2 excavation and how to provenance an artifact 

and draw a wall profile. We were even lucky enough last season to be able to be trained in the use of a 

gradiometer! One aspect that I found really fascinating was the utilization of the surface survey. We 

performed a surface survey on a plowed field. Although the work was tedious and lengthy, I was amazed 

by the end result. You could look back onto the field as see the artifact distribution perfectly 

represented by the flags. One of my absolute favorite moments in the field is when Dr. Howard decided 

to do a last minute shovel test in an outlier area of the site and I happened to be one of the two that 

performed the shovel tests.  

The first test unit was relatively uneventful but the second yielded something very unexpected. 

What we started seeing was a very dense concentration of charcoal, followed by abnormally large pieces 

(for the site) of fire burnt rock. The excavation of the unit allowed me to get some fantastic experience 

at pedal stooling as well as provenience practice. That particular area of the site was originally thought 

to be uninhabited, so needless to say that was a very exciting moment. You could say that the feature 

was the “find” of our season and I feel so honored to have been a part of that. We were never fully able 

to determine the function of the fire feature, but I am excited to see what next season brings.    

We did have a few opportunities to relax while learning at the same time. Our first fieldtrip was 

to the Marvin “Joe” Curry Veterans Pow Wow in Salamanca, NY. I loved seeing all of the dancer’s outfits 

and the native crafts, it really gave me a better insight into contemporary Native American culture. The 



second fieldtrip was to the Seneca National Museum in Salamanca, NY. I thought that the museum gave 

the contemporary Seneca a great platform in order to educate the public about their past and hopeful 

future. 

I am forever grateful for Dr. Howard for teaching me the essential skills so that I may become a 

much more successful student. Having a field school will not only set me apart from others who have 

not had the same training and it will make me an even better professional in the future. I am also 

eternally grateful for the Jane C. Waldbaum field school scholarship for providing me with the means to 

participate in such a wondeful opportuity. You have changed my life more than you know! 



 

 

 

 

 

 



                            

 



  

 

  

 

 


